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From left to right: Eddie Hanekom, Fritz Labuschagne, Albin Bowler(convener), Quintin Dreyer,
André du Toit. Absent - Willem Engelbrecht, Henry Jones

Groot opkoms by eerste Wes-Kaapse AMAGP-vergadering

Durbanville — Die eerste vergadering van staatsdiens pensioenarisse en -werknemers in die
Wes-Kaap het Donderdag 23 Julie alle verwagtinge oortref toe 179 mense die byeenkoms
fisies in Durbanville bygewoon het. Die byeenkoms is ook gebeeldsend waar 132 aanlyn
ingeskakel het.

Die vergadering is deur die Association for Monitoring and Advocacy of Government
Pensions (AMAGP) aangebied om staatsdienswerknemers en - pensioenarisse in te lig oor die
huidige stand van die Government Employees Pension Fund (GEPF) en die belangrikheid van
onafhanklike toesig oor die fonds.

Die eregaste was Adamus Stemmet, ere-president en eerste voorsitter van AMAGP, wat die
oorspronklike visie vir die organisasie gevestig het, en Rob Moody, nasionale voorsitter vir
pensioenarisse tak van die VSA.

Drie lede van AMAGP se nasionale uitvoerende komitee het ook die vergadering bygewoon,
naamlik Zirk Gous, nasionale voorsitter, Strini Govender, verantwoordelik vir
massamobilisering, en Ben Kellerman, verantwoordelik vir parlementére skakeling.

Gous het tydens 'n aanbieding die uitdagings waarmee die GEPF tans te kampe het,
uiteengesit. Hy het beklemtoon dat verantwoordbare bestuur, groter aanspreeklikheid en
doeltreffende toesig die potensiaal het om beter opbrengste vir lede te verseker. “Die
kernbeginsel is dat pensioenfondse in die uitsluitlike belang van hul lede bestuur behoort te
word, sonder politieke inmenging”, volgens Gous.



Mnr Gous het die vergadering verseker dat die GEPF nie op die rand van bankrotskap staan
nie. Daar is egter aangevoer dat verbeterde bestuur en sterker oorsig daartoe kan bydra dat
oekomstige pensioenverhogings meer gunstig as bloot inflasie-gekoppelde aanpassings kan
wees.

'n Belangrike hoogtepunt van die vergadering was die stigting van 'n Wes-Kaapse provinsiale
struktuur van AMAGP. Ses lede het ingestem om die eerste provinsiale organiseringskomitee
te vorm en sal voortaan die belange van staatsdienswerknemers en -pensioenarisse in die
Wes-Kaap verteenwoordig.

Die vergadering is afgesluit met 'n vraag-en-antwoordsessie waartydens die gehoor vrae oor
fondsbestuur en toekomstige uitdagings aan sprekers kon rig.

Foto: Die nuwe Wes-Kaapse organiseringskomitee van AMAGP. Van links is: Eddie Hanekom,
Fritz Labuschagne, Albin Bowler, Quinton Dreyer en André du Toit (Henry Jones afwesig). Nog
lede sal later aansluit.
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GEPF Pensioners Show Strong Support for AMAGP in Western Cape

Durbanville — The first meeting of GEPF pensioners and public service employees in the
Western Cape exceeded all expectations on Thursday, 23 July, when 183 people attended
the gathering in Durbanville.

The meeting was hosted by the Association for Monitoring and Advocacy of Government
Pensions (AMAGP) to inform pensioners and public service employees about the current
state of the Government Employees Pension Fund (GEPF) and the importance of
independent oversight of the Fund.

The guests of honour were Mr Adamus Stemmet, Honorary President and first Chairperson
of AMAGP, who established the organisation's original vision, and Mr Rob Moody, National
Chairperson for Pensioners of the PSA.

Three members of AMAGP's National Executive Committee also attended the meeting: Mr
Zirk Gous, National Chairperson; Mr Strini Govender, responsible for Mass Mobilisation; and
Mr Ben Kellerman, responsible for Parliamentary Liaison.

During a PowerPoint presentation, Mr Gous outlined the challenges currently facing the
GEPF. He emphasised that responsible governance, greater accountability, and effective
oversight have the potential to deliver improved returns for members.



"Our objective is simple: the GEPF must be managed solely in the interests of its members,
free from political interference," said Gous. Mr Gous assured those present that the GEPF is
not on the brink of bankruptcy. He explained that improved governance and stronger
oversight would make it possible to achieve significantly higher annual pension increases
than merely inflation-linked adjustments. Under the current situation, pensioners become
progressively poorer over time because living expenses continue to rise faster than the
annual increases granted by the GEPF.

A major highlight of the meeting was the establishment of an AMAGP Western Cape
Provincial Structure. Five members were elected to serve on the provincial executive
committee and will henceforth represent the interests of GEPF pensioners and public service

employees throughout the Western Cape.

The meeting concluded with a question-and-answer session, during which members of the
audience had the opportunity to raise questions with the speakers regarding the governance
of the Fund and the challenges that lie ahead.

Photo caption: The newly elected AMAGP Western Cape Provincial Executive Committee.

From left: Eddie Hanekom, Fritz Labuschagne, Albin Bowler, Quintin Dreyer, and Andre du
Toit. Additional members will be appointed at a later stage.
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