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Dear friends

Almost three years ago, our esteemed colleague Zirk Gous, presented the Association for
Monitoring and Advocacy of Government Pensions to me. | could sense his deep passion
and commitment which he shared with me for the protection and sustainability of all
government employees’ pensions in ensuring their continued livelihood and sustainability.

This discussion was subsequently followed up with our first public meeting at the Sunrise
School in Centurion. Following this process, we had exceptional support from our fellow
MMG colleagues Zirk Gous, Johan Smal and Doc Hannes Strydom. This group later evolved
into what we know today as the MMG (Mass Mobilization Support Group).

This was also a time where AMAGP had a limited membership base with an equally
restrictive Constitution. Our task therefore was to expand this membership base while also
looking at transformative issues. MMG was also embraced and supported by the NEC at that
time.

Doctor Hannes Strydom and Zirk Gous work tirelessly to conduct information sessions within
the Gauteng area as an initiative to mobilise support for the work of AMAGP amongst
pensioners.

MMG embarked on a similar process to the provinces and launched its first branch in Kwa-
Zulu Natal in 2025 with its elected chairperson DV Pillay. Intermittent visits took place to
other provinces such as Mpumalanga, Gauteng and Midlands KZN.

During September 2025 a ‘new breath of life’ was born into AMAGP through a well-
developed and intelligently crafted petition by Adv Walter Sutton which was directed to the
GEPF. This petition dealt primarily with the lack of fiduciary duties by the GEPF board of
Trustees as well as issues of reported malfeasance.

The canvasing of this petition amongst the GEPF members as well as the subsequent
handing over thereof, to the Chairperson of the GEPF generated a wave of interest into
AMAGP, so much so that it ignited an overwhelming interest by Daniel Marais of the Eastern
Cape to establish a constituency in his Region.
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Eastern Cape subsequently established themselves as a steering committee with branches
in Jefferys Bay with scheduled local organising committee set-ups in the areas of Hankey,
Patensie, Joubertina, East London, Queenstown, and Uitenhage for 2026.

AMAGP is extremely excited with these developments. These initiatives demonstrate the
dynamic energy introduced into our organisation with various skills, talent and the
unrelentless drive and commitment to ensure that GEPF members’ pensions are protected.
Undoubtedly, AMAGP is gearing itself to become the “Voice” of all GEPF members.

The growth in AMAGP has prompted our new NEC to implement protocols of governance
which includes the adoption of a new Constitution and related issues, we are extremely
grateful to our deputy Chair Advocate Walter Sutton for taking on these insurmountable
tasks.

As we operate in this time of transition, we are led by our ‘ever willing’ and gracious
Chairperson Zirk Gous who leads us with the humble spirit of reconciliation and dignity.

Our chairperson has directed that MMG will continue to serve as the Operational Wing of
AMAGP and that they will be responsible for the establishment of structures as has been
done.

As the MMG coordinator allows me to express my sincere appreciation to the respective
provinces for your continued support, commitment and amiable way in which we engage on
AMAGP provincial issues. The personal sacrifices you make to serve our cause will always
remain significant in our fight to protect and defend our pensions.

We are anxiously looking forward to the launch of our structures in the Western Cape on 23
July 2026 as well as the planned efforts in the North-West and Free State provinces. To KZN
all the best for your event on 18 June 2026 and appreciation to your entire team.

To those provinces who have not yet established an official AMAGP structure, feel free to
contact Renate Timmer-Govender at email strini@sahomepride.co.za or whatsApp on
0628731436 to obtain assistance as to setting up your provincial structures.

We call upon all GEPF members within every department and every province to subscribe to
AMAGP and let us be your voice in the protection and long-term sustainability of GEPF
funds.

Join now to save your fund by visiting our website at: www.amagp.co.za and scrolling down
to the heading AMAGP-Membership and clicking on the membership application form.
Membership is open to all retired as well as active government officials.

Kind Regards
Strini and Renate Govender (MMG)
AMAGP NATIONAL MASSMOBILISATION SUPPORT GROUP
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